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Parallel Session– 17 April 2007

Grotius Centre for International Legal Studies

&

Carnegie Foundation

Culture and Transitional Justice

International criminal tribunals are at work at various places in the world. The first cases of the International Criminal Court concern African situations. In this latter context, the question has come up whether an international form of transitional justice is the appropriate response, or whether the African culture instead demands other forms of transitional justice. 

Furthermore, once an international tribunal is established, it is challenged by the question regarding respect for the culture and identities of the regions and peoples concerned. To what extent must tribunals take the political background, the local culture and the traditions of a specific region/people into consideration when conducting their investigation and prosecution in the wake of a conflict? One may also wonder whether prosecutions in Africa should be handled in the same way as prosecutions in Europe or Asia. 

Moderator: 
Dr. Larissa v/d Herik, Leiden University (confirmed)

14:00 – Introduction of the topic of the afternoon by the Moderator

14:10 (presentation: 30 min., discussion: 15 min.)

I.  Transitional Justice and African Paradoxes
Speaker: Dr. Dadimos Haile, Scholar in Residence, Institute of Development Policy and Management,
University of Antwerp (confirmed)
14:55 (presentation: 30 min., discussion: 15 min.)

II. The Special Court for Sierra Leone: Were the specificities of the region and those of the conflict taken into account when the Tribunal was established? Does the Court pay attention to the specificities of the region in its daily work?

Speaker: Stephen Rapp, Prosecutor,  Special Tribunal of Sierra Leone (confirmed)

15:40  (presentation: 30 min., discussion: 15 min.)

III.  Alternative way to reach Peace and Justice on the African continent: Truth and Reconciliation Commissions
Speaker: Prof. Dr. John Dugard, Leiden University (confirmed)

16:25 -  Conclusion by the Moderator

16:30 – Return to the plenary session
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