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General Introduction 

In the abstract the universality of human rights seems to be broadly accepted and supported. For example, in the context of the United Nations a global normative framework has been developed which defines the nature of state obligations in relation to human rights and which provides for some (rudimentary) accountability mechanisms. Many states have explicitly committed themselves to these efforts, by ratifying UN human rights instruments. In implementation practice, however, the realities arising from economic, political, social and cultural diversity challenge the notion of universality, or perhaps the idea of uniform interpretation of global norms. This parallel session will explore the challenges, if not tensions, involved in this realm. 

Programme:
!4.00-14.10 hrs.
Opening and general introduction 

by Dr. Karin Arts, Associate Professor in International Law and Development, ISS, The Hague, Chair of the parallel session.

14.10-14.35  hrs.
Legal techniques for accommodating diversity in human rights
by Prof. Dr. Eva Brems, Professor of Human Rights and Non-Western Law, Ghent University, Belgium.  
14.35-15.00 hrs.
Culture, gender and international human rights law: A CEDAW perspective 
by Prof. Dr. Cees Flinterman, Director of the Netherlands Institute of Human Rights (SIM), Utrecht University and member of the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women.
15.00-15.20 hrs.
Coffee/tea break

15.20-15.45 hrs.
Cultural diversity and freedom of expression
By Dr. Vesselin Popovski, Director of Studies on International Order and Justice, Peace and Governance Programme United Nations University.
15.45-16.15 hrs.
Discussion
