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Just over 50 years ago the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict was concluded as a reaction to the destructions of WWII. The purpose of the Convention and the first Protocol is to protect a wide range of cultural property. The state parties are under the obligation to take measures to safeguard and respect cultural property in peace time as well as in times of armed conflict. The 1999 Second Protocol enhances the safeguarding measures and introduces individual criminal responsibility for serious violations of cultural property. The question rises whether the existing system of protection is adequate, and whether it can provide sufficient protection to cultural property in the conflicts of today. 
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