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The Iran-United States Claims Tribunal was established as part of an Executive Agreement 

entered in the settlement of the Iran hostage crisis in 1981. In this forum, the States adjudicate claims 
arising out of the Islamic Revolution in Iran.  More than 4,000 such claims have been resolved over the 
last 26 years.  The majority of the Tribunal’s docket consisted of claims by United States nationals against 
Iran, but the remaining cases are disputes between the States involving issues of treaty interpretation and 
commercial law. 

 
The Tribunal consists of nine Members – three Americans, three Iranians, and three nationals of 

other countries.  The three American Judges are George H. Aldrich, Charles N. Brower, and Gabrielle 
Kirk McDonald.  Judge McDonald is accepting applications for the position of Legal Adviser to 
commence working in The Hague in July 2011.  She will accept applications until 28 February 2011.  All 
applicants should possess superior academic credentials, excellent communication skills, substantial legal 
drafting experience, and relevant professional experience.  A law degree from an ABA-Accredited school 
is required.  Appointments for Legal Advisers are for one year, with the possibility for renewal. 
 

The duties of a Legal Adviser to a Judge of the Tribunal are generally similar to those performed 
by judicial clerks in the United States, with a few important differences.  The Tribunal is an arbitral 
tribunal of first and last resort.  Its work involves both fact-finding and authoritative legal interpretation.  
Legal Advisers provide direct legal support to the Judges at hearings and in all deliberations, assist with 
procedural matters, and negotiate points in awards with their counterparts.   
 

Although the Tribunal has existed far longer than originally anticipated, the work remains 
interesting and intellectually challenging.  Its decisions continue to be at the forefront of developments in 
both private and public international law.  The docket currently consists of claims between Iran and the 
United States regarding issues of treaty interpretation, treaty performance, and arms transactions between 
the governments or with private contractors.   
 

The Tribunal offers competitive compensation and benefits.  The salary is free of Dutch income 
taxes and past Legal Advisers have qualified for an exemption from United States income taxes as well.  
The Tribunal offers health insurance through a group plan.  The Tribunal provides reimbursement for one 
roundtrip air ticket and will pay reasonable relocation expenses to and from The Hague.  Legal Advisers 
also receive some of the perquisites of diplomatic status, such as a diplomatic identity card and an 
exemption from many Dutch sales taxes.  Legal Advisers receive 25 days of annual leave and 15 holidays 
per year. 
 

Interested candidates should send a résumé, transcript, and letter of interest to Judge McDonald’s 
secretary, Erlien de Man, by email at applications@iusct.nl or fax to 011-31-70-350-2456.  Following the 
initial selection process, applicants will be asked to provide a brief writing sample and three professional 
references.  Interviews will be held in person in the United States unless the applicant is located in or near 
The Hague.  Ms. Erlien de Man or Mimi Steward, Judge McDonald’s current Legal Adviser, will contact 
candidates to arrange interviews. 


